. This edition follows the same format as previous versions. Its strength lies in applying basic physiological principles of ventricular function and myocardial oxygen supply and demand, to the understanding of disease processes and the implications for anaesthesia and surgery. This provides the basis for the authors' recommendations regarding clinical decision-making and management strategies.
Although there is no specific section on cardiac pharmacology, much of the relevant information is incorporated within the different sections. Practical guidelines for drug dosing are given. The authors frequently advocate the use of etomidate and sufentanil, which are unfortunately not available in Australia. The section on aprotinin was clearly written before the recent data on its associated morbidity and mortality was available; it has since been withdrawn from the market.
The descriptive rather than point-form approach makes this book easy to read and aids in the understanding of the physiological principles, however specific facts can be lost in the text. This is mostly overcome with a good quality index. There are no specific references given but there are recommendations for further reading at the end of each chapter which are useful and up to date. The diagrams used are of high quality, with clear explanatory text. Unfortunately the echocardiography photos are frequently too dark, making it difficult to see detail.
The authors' aims were to fill the gap between definitive reference texts and outline-based handbooks and I believe that their approach makes it a useful complementary text which will improve understanding and clinical practice for training registrars and practising anaesthetists.
J. BruCe 
